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A PIRATE’S LIFE 
Like a moth drawn toa 
flame, Johnny Depp can’t 
tear himself away from his 
signature role of Jack Sparrow 
in the Pirates of the Caribbean 
films. Back for the fourth 
installment, On Stranger Tides, 
the superstar says this pic 
is as fresh and exciting as 
the first Pirates film, which 
means Captain Jack’s not 
ready to sail off into the 
sunset anytime soon 
BY JIM SLOTEK 


REGULARS 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


SNAPS 

IN BRIEF » 

SPOTLIGHT 4 

ALL DRESSED UP y 

IN THEATRES | 

CASTING CALL | 

AT HOME ' Su 

FINALLY... Y Moy 
FEATURES ™ 

PLAYING GODS : IN FOCUS : BITE ME : SERIOUSLY SEXY 
Chris Hemsworth and ' The Bang Bang Club’s ' Paul Bettany gets a kick ' Eva Mendes explains why her 
Tom Hiddleston are pumped : Malin Akerman on ' outta playing Priest’s ' sultry seducer in Last Night is 
to play Norse gods in Thor ! photographing apartheid ! vampire-killing vicar ! not a one-note character 
BY KEVIN WILLIAMSON ' BY INGRID RANDOJA ' BY JIM SLOTEK ' BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 
BRIDES & 
GROOMS 


Test your knowledge of 
cinematic nuptials with 

our wedding movie quiz 
BY INGRID RANDOJA 


TAYLOR MADE 
Three movies you should 
watch if you don’t think of 
Elizabeth Taylor as one of 
the great actors of her time 
BY SALAH BACHIR 
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Where do you think Captain Jack Sparrow buys his headscarves? | think he must have a favourite 
clothier; perhaps it’s just a grubby stall in some frequently visited port of call. 

We're about to take our fourth journey with the good Captain, presumably years have past since we first 
met him aboard The Black Pearl, but the changes to his headscarves are so minimal they could easily be 
missed. Earthy red, overlaid with an organic pattern of squiggly vines. Aman who gets into as many scrapes 
as Jack does must go through a few of those bandanas a year, no? Even if hygiene isn’t his priority. 

It would seem our pirate’s just as picky about that belt tied around his waist — white with red stripes 
of varying width — now, then, always. And his hair? The same bone that hung from the top of his head in 
The Curse of the Black Pearl, hangs there still. His puffy white shirt, identical. The beads in his hair, virtually 
the same — with the exception of a few shiny new additions strung onto the little dread hanging over that 
red scarf. Big news. Jack got anew vest. Blue-gray, and brocade. Replacing gray-blue, and not brocade. 

I’m not suggesting an 18th-century pirate would have as many pieces in his wardrobe as a 21st-century 
lawyer, or even an IT systems analyst, but there’s something cartoonish about Captain Jack’s look, he’s like 
Homer Simpson or Peter Griffin, animated characters whose wardrobes never change. 

It’s a great trick, making Sparrow instantly recognizable. Iconic even. What if Captain Jack showed up 
in a green shirt, with no headscarf, shorter hair, and with a yellow bandana draped around his neck? Sure, 
you'd know who he was, but notinstantly. And just think of the headaches a wardrobe change would mean 
for Halloween costume manufacturers, or the folks in charge of the Jack Sparrow animatrons that were 
added to the “Pirates of the Caribbean” ride after the first movie came out. 

Ah, the theme park ride that started it all. I just realized where Jack gets his headscarves — the souvenir 
shop at the end. In “It Feels Like the First Time,” page 34, Jack Sparrow’s alter ego, Johnny Depp, tells us 
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that the wardrobe isn’t the only thing cartoonish about Captain Jack. Watching cartoons inspired Depp’s 
entire take on the character. 

Elsewhere in this issue, we talk to Eva Mendes about her drama Last Night on page 30, get to know Thor 
stars Chris Hemsworth and Tom Hiddleston on page 20, Paul Bettany talks Priest on page 26, and 
on page 24 Canada’s own Malin Akerman discusses her role in The Bang Bang Club. 

And starting on page 38, you'll find our Summer Movie Preview — a countdown ofthe 10 movies you 
don’t want to miss this season. 


700,000 copies of Cineplex Magazine are distributed through 
Cineplex Entertainment, 7he Globe and Mail newspaper, HMV 
and other outlets. Cineplex Magazine is not responsible for the 
return of unsolicited manuscripts, artwork or other materials. 
No material in this magazine may be reprinted without the 
express written consent of the publisher. 

© Cineplex Entertainment 2011. 
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Change it up to the latest smartohone anytime you want -- even 
duning your contract. It's totally néw, and it's only fram TELUS. 
Learn more at telusmobility.com/anytime. 
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Bape swarm Renée Zellweger 
“on her way to a Tommy Hilfiger 
ia? event in Milan, Italy. 
PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 
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HAMM’S [ora —— 
HANDS 
FULL 


Jon Hamm walks 
his dog in Los Feliz, 
California. 

PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 
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Cleft) and 
cey ata 
London rally against 

censorship in Belarus. 

“fro BY STEFAN ROUSSEAU/KEYSTONE PRESS 
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ill Clinton isn’t listed 
in The Hangover 
Part II’s cast, but 
after the former 
U.S. President showed up on 
the film’s Bangkok set last 
November, the media was 
abuzz with news he had a role. 
The story was solidified 
when TMZ reported, “Although 
some people associated with 
the flick have told us Bill 
just ‘hung out,’ we’ve now 
confirmed he did indeed shoot 
a cameo.” 
Looks like “some people” 
were the accurate sources. 


The Art Of Film 


To honour the 20th anniversary of Tim Burton's beautiful 
Edward Scissorhands, Seb Mesnard — an illustrator based 
in Paris, France — asked a few of his artist friends contribute 
their interpretations of the film to a tribute blog called 


“Scissorhands 20th.” 


“Il was so touched by the enthusiasm from all the contribu- 
tors and so lucky to have other amazing artists asking to be 
part of the project,” says Mesnard. “I realized how this movie 
has touched people.” Check out all of the contributions 
(more than 70 at last count), including these three by (from 
left) Bob Doucette, Ken Garduno and Alexandra Petracchi, 


at hitp://scissorhands20th. blogspot.com. 
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Director Todd Phillips and 
stars Bradley Cooper and 
Ed Helms have sworn Clinton 
is not in the film; he was 
merely in Thailand giving a 
speech about clean energy. 
“He stopped by the set 
because the Secret Service 
guys were like, ‘Hey, that 
would be fun on the way 
out of town to stop by a 
movie set,” Phillips told 
Entertainment Weekly. 
Cooper told E!, “We saw him 
give a speech in Bangkok.... 
Me and Zachie [Galifianakis] 
and Todd...were honoured 
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wei LEW APD —— _ = Se 
᾿ . . 72 
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to have dinner with him.” 

And when an MTV reporter 
cornered Helms at Sundance 
and said, “| Know you can’t 
say much [about the film], but 
we know that Bill Clinton has 
a cameo,” Helms replied, “Do 
you know that? Check your 
sources. He came and visited 
us. I'd be surprised if there’s a 
scene in the movie.” 

All of which means, look for 
a Clinton cameo. And, if not, 
the idea of Bill Clinton having 
dinner with Zach Galifianakis 
in Bangkok is entertainment 
enough for us. —-MW 


The next time you buy 

a beauty product by 

Max Factor remember that 
the company’s founder 
was behind this terrifying 
device. Factor invented the 
“Beauty Micrometer” in the 
1930s to help Hollywood 
makeup artists perfect 

the faces of their famous 
clients. An article in the 
January 1935 issue of 
Modern Mechanix explains 
the device “accurately 
registers actors’ facial 
measurements and 
discloses which features 
should be reduced or 
enhanced in the makeup 
process.” The micrometer 
sold for $24,000 (U.S.) at 
a recent auction held by 
Premiere Props. —MW > 


Introducing SCENE's 


Preview songs View music videos 
‘Access exclusive artist rewards 


ARTIST 


Visit the Today at 


Guess 


Which starlet owns this adorable maltipoo, Penny? Three 
clues. The pup gets her fashion sense from mom, a standout 
on the red carpet. She may not understand much English, 
but she loves gossip. Although she’s tiny, she’s lively. 


wie 


FESTIVAL DE CANNES 


-CON 


1970 photograph of Faye Dunaway graces the poster 
for the 64th Cannes Film Festival, which kicks off 
May 11th with Woody Allen’s Midnight in Paris, and 

runs until May 22nd. 

The photo was taken by snapper-turned-filmmaker 

Jerry Schatzberg, who directed his then-lover Dunaway in the 
1970 film Puzzle of a Downfall Child. The film, which has been 
restored and will screen at this year’s festival, stars Dunaway as 
a fashion model whose life hits the skids. The odd title comes 
from a woman Schatzberg knew who had a recurring dream 
that she would open a window, extend her arms and catch a 
falling child. —/R 


Quote Unquote 


HE IS THE MOST LOVED ACTORIHAVE jf 
EVER WORKED WITH ON A MOVIE. AND @ 
HE’S NOT SAINTLY, AND HE’S GOT A BIG ᾿ | 

MOUTH, AND HE’LL DO GROSS THINGS 2 

YOUR NEPHEW WOULD DO. BUT I KNEW | 
THE MOMENT | MET HIM THAT I WOULD 
LOVE HIM THE REST OF MY LIFE. 


—THE BEAVER DIRECTOR JODIE FOSTER ON THE FILM'S 
MUCH-MALIGNED STAR, MEL GIBSON 
(THE HOLLY WOOD Ree Ora. 


DOG PHOTO BY JASON WEBBER/SPLASH NEWS 
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THAT L 
A MOVIE STILL... 
OF THE MONTH 


Nope. Ben Affleck’s not shooting 


a legal thriller. He’s testifying ata 
ouse Foreign Affairs committee 
hearing into humanitarian issue ᾿ 


PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 


WHAT WERE 


“Movie Night,” a new tea from the 
Canadian company DavidsTea, really 
does taste like fresh, buttery popcorn 
— probably because there are real 
pieces of popcorn mixed into the brew, 
which also contains green tea, maple 
and apple. No kidding, it’ll get you in 
the mood for a flick. 


-, OLDMAN GETS 


ey Gary Oldman joins the voice cast of Kung Fu Panda 2 as the villainous peacock 

Lord Shen. The man who made a name for himself playing Sid Vicious in the 
οι | 1986 bio-pic Sid and Nancy is no stranger to animated features, providing the 
night Κὶ pipes for General Grawl in Planet 57 and Bob Cratchit in A Christmas Carol. 

= A | But did you know Oldman has scooped up paycheques for voice roles in no less 
| than eight videogames, starting with a 1998 adaptation of his sci-fi flick The Fifth 
, Element? His lungs have also expelled air for the Medal of Honor, True Crime and 
The Legend of Spyro franchises, and most recently he voiced Sgt. Viktor Reznov 

in two Call of Duty titles, World at War (2008) and Black Ops (2010). —MW 
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Disney movie populated with squeaky-clean 
high school kids trying to get good grades 
and dates? Sounds like Prom is poised to 
fill the gaping hole left by the end of the 

High School Musical franchise. 

“It’s not similar in any way,” corrects Jonathan Keltz, 
who plays Prom’s overachieving senior Brandon Roberts. 
“High School Musical was that exuberant musical 
interpretation of the whole high school experience, this is 
really focused on that seminal night of prom; all the roads, 
all the journeys to that night, and all the people that make up 

a that high school class, and are celebrating that night together.” | 

Keltz, now 23, should know something about the 
high school experience. He’s been playing high school 
students since 2004, when he scored the recurring role 
of Nate on Degrassi: The Next Generation. 

Born in New York, Keltz moved to Toronto with his 
parents just before starting his own high school years, 
where — by chance — they rented an apartment once 
inhabited by Keanu Reeves and his mom. “Hopefully | got 
a good luck charm from staying in his room,” says Keltz. 

It’s been years since Keltz has slept in Reeves’ old room 
ona regular basis Chis parents still live in that apartment). 
He went down to L.A. for pilot season four years ago and 
has been there ever since. And, although he’s grateful for 
the part in Prom, if Reeves’ aura has brought Keltz any sort 
of positive mojo, it'd be in scoring his other major role of 
the moment — Jake Steinberg, the oft-berated assistant 
to bombastic talent agent Ari Gold on TV’s Entourage. 

“l’m really a fan member converted to a cast member so 
it’s exciting getting the inside scoop ahead of the game,” 
says Keltz, who’s currently filming the show’s eighth and 
final season. “I’ve already been fired once from [Ari’s] desk. 
It was Just supposed to be a one-scene, one-episode role. 
But at the beginning of the following season they decided 
to put me back on the desk...and | have been doing 
everything | can not to get fired again.” 

And, despite his success in L.A., Keltz is still trying to get 
his Canadian citizenship. Why bother? “lI feel like | am of 


both places, and also my parents are still there,” he says. 
“1 got a lot from Toronto and it’s a place | would love to be HITS THEATRES 
able to go and come from freely.” —MARNI/ WEISZ APRIL 29 
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With six months to go until 
Breaking Dawn hits theatres 
you need a Twilight fix. So, 
we present the Twilometer. 
The concept is simple. Each 
time a Twilight movie comes 
out, the studio releases one 
still of Edward and Bella in 
the bedroom. The Twilometer 
measures the heat generated 
by that frame 


HITS THEATRES NOVEMBER 18" 


Twilight 
(2003) 
Ah, new love. It’s 
hot, but like a 
steamy summer 
day hot. Both 
participants are 
fully vertical and 
there are no pillows 
in sight. 


_ ' 
Ξ <3 ἢ ( 
New Moon 
(2009) 


A bed! And a bare 
shoulder. Yet, 
Edward is kneeling 
on the floor. It 
reminds us of 
romantic comedies 
from the 1950s, 
where (married) 
couples could be 
shown in bed, but 
only if at least one 
of them had a foot 
planted firmly on 
the ground. 


ft ff ww | 
oy aa © 
Eclipse (2010) 
Mutual horizontal 
bed position has 
been achieved! 

Full hand grasp 
engaged. Bella is 
cradled in Robert’s 
arm; his ageless 
fingers gently 
resting on her back. 


UU OU 
Breaking 
Dawn, Part 1 
9» 
We have reached 
boiling point. 
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Pretty in pink at the Academy of. . The Canadian crooner spiffs up for 
Country Music Awards in Las Vege The Metropolitan Opera’s production 
: SCOTT KIRKLAND/KEYSTONEIPRESS © of Le comte Ory in New York. 

ih PHOTO BY HENRY LAMB/KEYSTONE PRESS 
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SOMETHING 
BORROWED 


Don’t you hate it when your 
best friend is set to marry 
the guy you’re secretly 

in love with? That’s the 
itsy-bitsy problem facing 
Rachel (Ginnifer Goodwin), 
whose demanding BFF 
Darcy (Kate Hudson) is 
engaged to her true love, 
Dex (Colin Egglesfield). 
John Krasinski plays Ethan, 
= the movie's official voice 

of reason, who tries to 
convince Rachel to confess 
her feelings to everyone 
before it’s too late. 


THE BEAVER 


Mel Gibson’s road to 
redemption won't be 
smooth, especially when 
you consider his big-screen 
return is in a movie that’s 
out-and-out strange. 

But early reviews of the 
Jodie Foster-directed 
dramedy praise Gibson’s 
brave, brutally honest turn 
as a depressed businessman 
who comes out of his funk 


Riley Thomas,Stewart 
“(left)yandiMerGibson | : 
in The Beaver _—— : by using a beaver puppet 


to speak for him. 
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THOR 

Thor (Chris Hemsworth), 

a hulking Norse god with 
entitlement issues who carries 
around a hammer named 
Mjolnir, is cast out from 


y = ky 
Thor's Chris a: 
Ἄ ,' 


Asgard by his father Odin 
(Anthony Hopkins) and sent 
to Earth. The big guy starts to 
like puny humans, especially 
scientist Jane Foster (Natalie 
Portman), and comes to their 
defense when his naughty 
stepbrother Loki (Tom 
Hiddleston) starts trouble on 
Earth. See Chris Hemsworth 
and Tom Hiddleston 
interview, 


THE BANG 
BANG CLUB 


Four photojournalists — 

Ryan Phillippe, Taylor Kitsch, 

Frank Rautenbach, Neels 

Van Jaarsveld — and their 

dedicated photo editor (Malin 

Akerman) put their lives on the 

line capturing the violent end 

of South Africa’s apartheid. 

See Malin Akerman interview, 
CONTINUED > 


Εἰ 
Taylor Kitsch in 
ἢ The Bang Bang Club 


JUMPING ἡ δ 
THE BROOM “ae 
Bride Sabrina (Paula Patton) 1 Ἐν 
grew up wealthy under the F 
watchful eye of her refined ἡ 
mother (Angela Bassett), + 
while groom Jason | 
(Laz Alonso) was born 1 
into a working-class home Ἑ 
run by his outspoken mom 
(Loretta Devine). Come 

wedding time these two 

mothers will collide like rain 

on pavement. 


“7 Ἵ ys + | 
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>» THE HEART 
OF AUSCHWITZ 


While visiting the Montreal 
Holocaust Memorial Centre 
in 1998, young filmmaker 
Carl Leblanc came across 

a heart-shaped booklet 
containing birthday wishes 
from 20 female Auschwitz 
prisoners to a fellow prisoner 
named Fania. It took 12 years 
for Leblanc to make this 
documentary in which he 
searches for Fania and the 
brave women who signed their 
names and risked their lives 
by their simple, but deeply 
profound, act of kindness. 


PRIEST 


Saddle up for a futuristic 
vampire Western about a 
rogue priest (Paul Bettany) 
who breaks ranks with the 
church to search for his niece, 
who was captured by vampires. 
Based on the graphic novels by 
South Korean artist Min-Woo 
Hyung. See Paul Bettany 
interview, 
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Priest’s Paul Bettany (left) 
with vampire 


BRIDESMAIDS 


As women around the world fight for equality, women in 
Hollywood do their parts, finally feeling empowered to bring 
the fart jokes. Prepare for some decidedly inappropriate 
humour out of the mouths of babes in this Judd Apatow- 
produced comedy about the misadventures of a bridal party 
— led by maid of honour Annie (Kristen Wiig) — that heads 
to Las Vegas to celebrate Lillian’s (Maya Rudolph) nuptials. 
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FRONT ROW! 
CENTRE 


CINEPLEX 


for a ride in Pirates 4 


PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: ON 
STRANGER TIDES 


Director Rob Marshall takes the 
helm for the fourth Pirates pic. EXTREME RULES 


LAST NIGHT This time Captain Jack Sparrow SUN., MAY 1 


In a month featuring three movies about getting married, here’s (Johnny Depp), Barbossa 
a drama that looks at the reality of marriage after the rice has (Geoffrey Rush) and the a 
been thrown. Michael (Sam Worthington) and Joanna’s comely new character, Angelica MEMPHIS 
(Keira Knightley) relationship is put to the test when Michael (Penélope Cruz), race to find ENCORE: WED., MAY 4, 
and his sultry associate Laura (Eva Mendes) go out of town on the Fountain of Youth before SUN., MAY 8 
a business trip, and Joanna unexpectedly meets her ex-lover, Blackbeard (lan McShane) can & THURS., MAY 12 
Alex (Guillaume Canet). See Eva Mendes interview, page 30. take a sip. See Johnny Depp 

interview, page 34. 


LE COMTE ORY 
(ROSSINI) 
ENCORE: SAT., MAY 7 


DIE WALKURE 
(WAGNER) 
LIVE: SAT., MAY 14 


CAPRICCIO 
(R. STRAUSS) 
ENCORE: SAT., MAY 21 


oid 
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
WED., MAY 18 
& SUN., MAY 29 


A 
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Kung Fu Panda 2 


KUNG FU PANDA 2 David Cross — fending off (Zach Galifianakis), 


The second Kung Fu Panda Lord Shen (Gary Oldman), an Phil (Bradley Cooper) and COPPELIA 
flick — DreamWorks evil peacock intent on wiping Stu (Ed Helms) continue LIVE: SUN., MAY 29 
Animation plans on making out all kung fu masters, and in this sequel to 2009’s 

six films in the series — sees the art of kung fu itself. monster comedy hit. The GO TO 
newly installed Dragon Warrior trio heads to Bangkok for CINEPLEX.Cc 
Po (Jack Black) and the THE HANGOVER Stu’s wedding, where laughs FOR PARTICIPATING 
Furious Five — voiced by PART Il based on boorish, culturally THEATRES, TIMES AND 


Angelina Jolie, Jackie Chan, The drunken and absurd insensitive behaviour are TO BUY TICKETS 
Seth Rogen, Lucy Liu and adventures of Alan sure to follow. 


SHOW TIMES ONLINE AT CINEPLEX.COM 


ALL RELEASE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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Little known actors Chris Hemsworth 

and Tom Hiddleston thank the heavens 

for their roles as Norse gods in the 

big-screen version of Marvel Comics’ Thor 
BY KEVIN WILLIAMSON 


hether you’re conquering the 
world or mere multiplexes, it 
helps to have a master plan. Just 
ask Marvel Studios, which — since 
2008’s smash hit Iron Man — has 
been cross-pollinating characters and 
subplots in the hopes of establishing a 
cohesive, interwoven movie universe. 
Case in point: the back-to-back 
/ releases this summer of Thor and 
Captain America: The First Avenger, both 
of which are intended to prime the pump for the all-star heropalooza 
The Avengers. That blockbuster-to-be, set for May 2012, will team 
Robert Downey Jr. (Iron Man), Samuel L. Jackson (Nick Fury), Scarlett 
Johansson (Black Widow), Jeremy Renner 
(Hawkeye), Mark Ruffalo (the Hulk) and Chris 
Evans (Captain America) with Chris Hemsworth, 
who plays the Norse god of thunder in this 
month’s Thor. 

So there’s tremendous pressure on Thor’s 
winged helmet as his introductory solo adven- 
ture kicks off 2011’s summer movie season. 

Hemsworth and a British TV actor named 
Tom Hiddleston, who co-stars as Thor’s villain- 
ous adopted sibling Loki, are well aware of what’s 
at stake. As two virtual unknowns anchoring 
what Marvel hopes is its next comic-book fran- 
chise, Thor could be a terrific launching pad. Ora 
career tombstone. 

“We were welcomed with such huge open 
arms by Marvel. They really put us up front and 
centre of the film and surrounded us with these 
extraordinary actors,’ says Hiddleston, whose 
supporting cast includes Anthony Hopkins 
as Odin and Natalie Portman as Thor’s Earth- 
bound love interest, Jane Foster. 


THOR HITS THEATRES MAY 6" 


“My first day, I was in a stunts warehouse, spinning around, throw- 
ing knives at a stuntman, and Anthony Hopkins came up ina panama 
hat, shook my hand and said, ‘I’m so excited by this. I’ve wanted to 
work with you since I saw you on television. I didn’t know he knew 
who I was. He immediately put me at ease. He’s very generous, very 
humble, shows up on set like it’s the first day of school.... I never felt 
like I was an extra.’ 

Certainly Hemsworth and Hiddleston weren’t treated like extras 
at last summer’s Comic-Con International in San Diego where these 
interviews took place. 

“You re walking into something which has a pre-existing fanbase,” 
says Hemsworth. “These people are pretty passionate about it and 
know what they want to see.... For me, it was about reading the 
comics and then taking the reins and saying, ‘We just got to do it, 
scene by scene.” 

Still, the 27-year-old Australian is candid when asked what excited 
him most about the character. “Being part of a franchise so I can pay 
the rent,’ he says. “When this film came along I was knocking on every 
door trying to get a job.’ 

The film finds arrogant god of thunder Thor being banished from 
the pseudo-magical realm of Asgard to modern-day CONTINUED > 


Thor’s supreme Norse god 

Odin (Anthony Hopkins) flanked 
by Thor (Chris Hemsworth) 

on the left and Loki 

(Tom Hiddleston) on the right 
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“The costume does 
SO much work, 

Says Hemswortn. 
“Hopkins said to me, 
‘No acting required 
here, is there?” 


>» Earth, where he’s faced with saving both worlds from his scheming 
sibling, Loki. “Ilove Norse mythology. I think the Viking era, it’s fasci- 
nating,” Hemsworth says. “It’s a great journey. [Thor is] a brash, cocky 
warrior and along the way he’s got some humility to learn.’ 

Of course, to succeed, Thor will have to appeal to more than just the 
faithful who have read the character’s adventures in comic form. And 
balancing the needs of the fanbase with those of mainstream movie- 
goers is a challenge, Hemsworth admits. “You've got to look after the 
fans, but also introduce it to a new audience,’ he says. “But you can’t 
think about that, even when you’re there acting. [You have to] simply 
do the best you can and be respectful of what exists.” 

Understandably, all involved are reticent to elaborate too much on 
how they achieved this balance. Marvel would prefer to keep specific 
plot points under wraps even if, as Hemsworth notes, “The stories are 
already there. A lot of the essence already exists and is out there.... But 
which particular story we’ve decided to tell is the secret.’ 

Tasked with translating that mythos to celluloid is director 
Kenneth Branagh, whose experience with all things Shakespeare 
would seem to make him an ideal fit for the faux-Shakespearian 
realm of Asgard. 

Turns out, it wasn’t entirely necessary. 

“In the comic books, it’s Shakespearian, old-English | 
speak,’ Hemsworth says. “We didn’t go down that path. We | 
have standard English accents. [The dialogue is] well-spoken 
and really formal, but it wasn’t Shakespearian.” 

Nevertheless, Hemsworth says working 
with Branagh taught him “tons.” 

“I’ve never had so much work on 
character and script analysis and 
story as with him,” says Hemsworth, 
adding that Branagh continually 
peppered him with questions 
about his character. “Who's this 
guy? What would he do in this 
situation? What’s this about?’ 
Very odd questions at times and 
you'd be like, ‘What does that 
have to do with anything?’ 

“But it fuelled the tank with 
information and I guess you 
train up your instincts and you 
get out there and react. I think 
of it like a sport.... Ken also 
was about constantly doing it 
different ways and attacking 
different angles. It gets you 
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DID YA KNOW? 


Thursday is named after Thor, γι: here 
in an 1872 painting by the Swedish artist 
Marten Eskil Winge. When the Germanic 
peoples adopted the Roman weekly 
calendar they replaced the names of 
Roman gods with their own. 


out of the zone and limiting yourself and 
you goin a direction you never thought of. 
It was a rollercoaster of ideas.’ 

That said, Thor is first and foremost a 
comic-book movie — with all the effects 
and stunts that suggests. “The costume does 

so much work,’ Hemsworth admits. “Hopkins 
said to me, ‘No acting required here, is there?” 
Still, there was some physical training. 
“T’ve been doing sports all my life, so any 

time I can get in there and do that, and 
get paid for it, it’s ridiculous. [But] there 
was something I thought I could do and 
couldn't,’ he says. 
Which was being strapped into a harness 
and thrown around to dramatize Thor being 
, _ tossed through dimensions. 
rl “They spin you and I thought it was like the 
ἢ [carnival]. But two spins later, I was pale.... 
I told them, ‘Keep going until I throw up...’ 
Eventually we got what we needed and I had 
to sit down for a couple hours. It was hideous.” 
Kevin Williamson Is a Calgary-based 
movie columnist for Sun Media. 
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The Bang Bang Club stars Malin Akerman 
as a real-life p ots editor faced with 

the tough job of bringing images from 
apartheid-era South Africa to the rest of 
the world m ey INGRID RANDOJA 


PHOTO BY GEORGE PIMENTEL/GETTY 


Born in Sweden, but raised in 
Southern Ontario, 33-year-old blond beauty 
Malin Akerman’s career path has veered from 
model to musician (she sang with the band 
The Petalstones) to rising movie star. 

A role in the cult comic-book pic Watchmen 
as Silk Spectre II was followed by turns in studio 
comedies The Proposal and Couples Retreat. 
However, you won't find much laughter in her 
new movie, The Bang Bang Club, a gripping 
drama based on the real-life exploits of four 
photographers (played by Ryan Phillippe, 
Taylor Kitsch, Frank Rautenbach and 
Neels Van Jaarsveld) whose pictures of harrowing 
violence and massacres during the final days of 
South African apartheid shocked the world. 

Akerman plays Robin Comley, a photo editor 
who ensures the group’s pictures are seen 
around the globe, and who falls in love with 
snapper Greg Marinovich (Phillippe). 

We spoke with Akerman at last fall’s 
Toronto International Film Festival, where she 
opened up about the emotional cost of making 
the movie, her short career as a singer and her 
dual Swedish-Canadian identity. 


If you had to choose, 
would you rather be a 
photographer documenting 
atrocities, or a photo editor 
dealing with the pictures? 
“Photo editor. I don’t think I 
could handle being out there 
taking the photos.” 


As your character says in the film, photographers have to 
forget their subjects are human beings. 

“Exactly. I asked [the real Robin Comley] about that, how was it when 
these images first came across your desk, and she just said, ‘It was 
horrific. I was sick to my stomach. But cut to a year or two later and 
’mnumb toit’ AndI think you have to be, because if you feel like this 
is your purpose in life, your big moment in life to help humanity, then 
you do it.” 


The film also points out that the photographers are adrenaline 
junkies, they live for the danger that their work involves. 
“Those boys are adrenaline junkies. And then Robin goes and has an 
affair with a guy she knows can’t really commit to her. She realizes it’s 
like any drug, and the drug comes first. These guys are highly addicted, 
and the addiction is scary because living with an addicted person you 
always come in second place.’ 


THE BANG BANG CLUB 
HITS THEATRES MAY 6" 


What was it like shooting in South Africa and re-enacting 
those violent scenes? 

“Crazy. It was crazy to portray these real-life people and get a chance 
to talk to them and hear their stories. It’s really different from shooting 
anything that’s fiction because you’d be in the moment, and then it 
would hit you as you’re doing the scene, you'd go, ‘Oh my God, this 
actually happened’ And that’s what really hit you deep emotionally, it 
was an experience like no other. It stays with you for a while.” 


Let’s change the topic completely. Are you still involved with 
The Petalstones? 

“No, I’m not. [had a great time, but there’s just not enough time to do 
all of it. I’m by no means a great singer, thanks to Auto-Tune we gota 
record out, but I’m nota professional singer. But we had a blast.’ 


How did you hook up with the band? 

Nothing was happening on the acting front, I didn’t get a single job 
the first year I was in L.A., so I did The Petalstones, had a great time, 
got a husband out of it [Akerman married the band’s Italian drummer 
Roberto Zincone in 2007] and that was it [laughs].” 


You’ve said that when you’re in Canada you feel more 
Swedish, and in Sweden you feel more Canadian. Can you 
explain that? 

“In moments. It’s a really hard thing to explain, but there’s just this 
cultural difference in how I was raised. My mother was born and 
raised in Sweden, and she moved here when she was 31 and I was two 
years old, so basically our home life was very Swedish. And you’d go 
into other people’s homes and go, ‘Wow, their home is different, you 
guys live differently’ And in Sweden I definitely feel more Canadian 
because I grew up here, so I think! have the personality of a Canadian, 
although my culture is very Swedish-based.” 


Children of immigrants often feel like outsiders to some extent. 
“Yeah, but I’m glad I grew up the way I did, even in moments when you 
felt a bit lost and didn’t fit in, those are the moments that form you.” 


The Bang Bang Club’s snappers, from left: 
Frank Rautenbach, Neels Van Jaarsveld, 
Taylor Kitsch and Ryan Phillippe 


MAY 2011 | CINEPLEX MAGAZINE | 25 


Enough with ΠΝ πὸ 1 


vampires: Paul Bettany’s gonna 
teach those bloodsuckers some 
humility as a vampire-hunting 
man of God in Priest 

Me BY JIM SLOTEK 


o his family’s chagrin, this is 
Paul Bettany’s year on screen. 

As 2010 began, he sheepishly admitted his priority was spending 
quality time with his wife Jennifer Connelly, and their two sons at 
home in New York (the couple recently announced a third child is 
on the way). 

The only job he planned to take, Priest (which opens this month), 
is an action flick based on the Tokyopop-published graphic novel by 
Min-Woo Hyung. It’s the tale of a vampire-hunting Catholic priest 
(operating, it should be noted, without the blessing of the Vatican) on 
the trail of the fang-bangers who kidnapped his niece. 

It’s not that big a stretch for a guy we last saw as a machine-gun- 
toting angel, gunning down agents of Armageddon in Legion. 

“Priest was a great gig for the beginning of the year,’ Bettany says 
during an interview in Paris late last summer. “It was my intention to 
be with my family. I’d been in L.A. for four and a half months making 
Priest. They'd been with me and gone home, and been with me and 
gone home, you know howitis.” 

Then the phone rang, and it was a job offer for a supporting part 
as the ineffectual Scotland Yard detective in the Johnny Depp/ 
Angelina Jolie film The Tourist. “So now, I had this great gig that was 
really quick for me, come in, fly to Venice, that’s a bit of all right. Do a 
bit of work with some nice people, get paid, go home.’ 

But before he could say, “Honey, I’m home!” Bettany was giving 
his family yet another rain check. He was offered the role of a venal 
but brilliant stockbroker in Margin Call, an independent Wall Street 
drama starring Kevin Spacey that’s due out this October. 

That, at least, was shot in New York, though Connelly and kids still 
saw very little of him. “We shot in 20 days or something. I remember 
getting through a six-day week and realizing we'd shot 57 pages in 
six days, which was terrifying, brilliant and just everybody was on 
form. Whether I was working with Stanley Tucci or Kevin Spacey or 
whomever, it was fantastic. 

“So, to me, that was the definition of a great year, jumping around 
killing vampires and doing [The Tourist], and then I go and do this tiny 
little low-budget indie movie with Kevin Spacey. 

“Suddenly, you've got this really peculiar slate of really diverse 
films where I’m, like, a Lone Ranger in Priest, and I’m the fall guy in 
The Tourist and this complete complicated douche bag in Margin Call. 
And for me that’s wonderful. Then I’m not bored, thank God.’ 

Of course, there are people who look at noisy, high-concept genre 
films like Priest or Legion, shake their heads and say Bettany is slum- 
ming. He did, after all, break into the public consciousness with the 
scene-stealing role as the imaginary friend of troubled =CONTINUED > 
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Road Warrior: Priest’s 
vampire-killing 
vicar Paul Bettany 


» math genius John Nash (Russell Crowe) in A Beautiful Mind. For 
a while, Bettany played along with being fashioned as a romantic 
leading man (in Wimbledon, for example, opposite Kirsten Dunst). 
But eventually, he decided to open his mind to all kinds of roles. 

The catalyst for his new state of mind, he says, was Danish direc- 
tor Lars von Trier, for whom Bettany worked on the 2003 movie 
Dogville, starring Nicole Kidman. “I remember Lars saying, ‘Please 
make mistakes, which I think is a brilliant thing to tell an actor to do. 
He said, ‘You can always cut them out, and it might be a good mistake’ 
He also said, ‘One day, you will become a good actor when you lower 
your expectations of yourself? I think he meant I was carrying too 
much expectation and it was hard to live up to it.” 

“So I can be a leading actor, and I can be 
a supporting actor. I like both jobs, though 
they’re very different. In Priest, I’m ‘Priest, it 
doesn’t get more leading man than that. I’ma 
good priest, I’m a tough priest, I’m a warrior. 
[like the experience of being that person who 
has the lion’s share of the work to do, and is 
leading a company of actors and crew. 

“But I also like coming in and supporting 
the story. They’re both really fun and I would 
not want to give either one up at the moment. 
I really wouldn’t want to be in a position 
where I turned stuff down because I’m not 
the lead.” 

Still, there came a limit to his inability to say 
no at the expense of his family. Spacey, who 
continues to moonlight as artistic director 
of London’s Old Vic theatre, was apparently 
impressed enough with Bettany’s work in 
Margin Callto pressure him to come perform 
at the Old Vic. 

“T told him absolutely not,’ Bettany says. “I 
can’t fly home to New York on a Sunday night 
and be back for a Monday morning show. He 


Lily Collins hangs 
onto Bettany 
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“| can be a leading actor, and 
|can be a Supporting actor. 


was like, “Why do you keep turning me down?’ ’Cause I have kids 
Kevin, ya bastard!” 

His refusal to do the British stage notwithstanding, Bettany seems 
content with being the guy who doesn’t say no to projects — popcorn 
or prestige. 

“18 kind of a great life,” he says. “You meet fun, funny, charismatic 
people. And sometimes you’re working with beautiful words, and 
words are very meaningful to me. Playing other people can be edifying. 

“Although it can be embarrassing on another level,’ he adds. “What 
do you do for a living, dad?’ ‘I dress up in other people’s clothes.” 


1 ω 
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The most striking thing about Priest may be its eerie 
post-Apocalyptic look. And it’s no surprise. Director 
Scott Stewart started his film career as a special effects 
artist, first with Industrial Light and Magic and then as a 


co-founder of The Orphanage, a visual effects studio that 
opened in 1999. The Orphanage worked on a number of 
Hollywood blockbusters — including Night at the Museum, 
two Pirates of the Caribbean movies and /ron Man — 
before shutting down in 2009. —MW 
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Eva Mendes refused to play the vixen 
in Last Night, a movie about infidelity. 
She even stripped her character of 
makeup to make her less SeXy. 

We say, “That’s what you look like 
without makeup?” mBy MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


va Mendes is looking out the window of 
her Toronto hotel suite. You can only see 
her back, but there’s no doubt who she is; 
her tight blue dress exposes enough of her 
famous silhouette. And who else would 
be wearing four-inch heels at 10 am. ona 
Sunday? 

The 37-year-old bombshell turns around 
and smiles. Her perfectly done nails unwrap 


anew pack of gum. “Hi, I’m Eva. Would you like a piece of gum?” she 
asks, and sits for the interview. 

In a few hours, Mendes will walk the red carpet at the Toronto 
International Film Festival for the world premiere of her drama 
Last Night. It’s the story of a married couple (Keira Knightley and 
Sam Worthington) whose relationship is put to the test when he goes 
on a business trip with a beautiful colleague (Mendes) at the same 
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time she has an unexpected, and passionate, reunion with an old 
flame (Guillaume Canet). 

Mendes says she was first approached for the project more than 
two years ago by Iranian-American writer-director Massy Tadjedin. 
“Tloved the script. I could relate to each character. And I really wanted 
to work with Keira Knightley,’ says the Miami native who, for years, 
has said Knightley is her favourite actress. 

“I spoke with the director and I said my only trouble is that I didn’t 
want to bea vixen. I think it’s boring. It’s one-note.’ 

Mendes stops abruptly. She takes the gum out of her mouth and 
puts it on its wrapper. “Sorry, bad idea to chew gum. Sorry about that. 
I was trying to make that work. It’s not going to work.’ 

Without missing a beat she returns to her story. “So the director and 
I talked about my character and did the obvious thing; we stripped me 
of makeup. At the beginning you see a little bit of lipstick and mascara, 
but I’m really not wearing any kind of foundation. CONTINUED 
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Eva Mend 


There are even two scenes in the movie where I’m not wearing any 
makeup at all. That does a lot, when you strip yourself of that. It takes 
away the sex.” 

Just like stripping off the makeup, two minutes with Eva Mendes is 
enough to make you forget how many magazines have named her the 
most beautiful woman on the planet. The Revlon spokesperson and 
former Calvin Klein model wants to talk seriously about acting. 

Her favourite part of the job? “I love rehearsals. I’m not somebody 
organized in any sense of the word, I wish I was.... But [love to prepare 
for a part. I have what looks like serial-killer writing all over my scripts. 
Just anything, all over, all over, all over. Like on We Own the Night, this 
movie that I did with Joaquin Phoenix, we did so much rehearsing. I 
love rehearsing. I love how Joaquin Phoenix works.” 

And she’s ready to work with more serious filmmakers; she men- 
tions Steven Soderbergh and Pedro Almoddovar by name. 

“just want to keep going deeper and darker and deeper and darker. 
I want to portray women who have flaws, very human like. I think 
sometimes in big American films, we’ve been, and I’ve been, guilty of 
portraying this kind of one-dimensional character; but I think times 
are changing. I think people want to see complex, flawed characters 
that resemble themselves,’ says Mendes. 

For example, she’s hoping to star in a movie about a complicated 
real-life figure. “I have a script based on Maria Callas,” she says. “It’s 
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“| Just want to 
KeeO GOING 
aeeper and 
darker and 
aeeper and 
darker. |want 
to portray 
women who 
have flaws, 
very human 
like” 


called Greek Fire.” The film would delve into the scandalous love affair 
between Callas, a famous American-born Greek soprano (who was 
married at the time) and Greek shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis. 

“It’s based on this book by Nicholas Gage that is so interesting to 
me,” says Mendes. “Julian Fellowes wrote the script. I love him! He 
wrote Gosford Park, he’s an Oscar winner. What I want to portray is 
not so much Callas as an opera singer, as an opera legend. I want to 
portray her in the theatre, on stage. In the script you meet her when 
she’s already an adult in her mid-30s. In a weird way, it’s the begin- 
ning of the end. It’s the most tragic love story. It’s a Greek tragedy 
just by itself.’ 

As the interview comes to an end Mendes picks up her gum and 
puts it back in her mouth. This time she should be fine, this was her 
last interview of the morning. 


Mathieu Chantelois is the editor of Le magazine Cineplex. 
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Remember how good the'first — 
Pirates of the Caribbean movie was? 
Then things got complicated. Even 
Johnny Depp admits that. But he jhe > 
says the fourth film, On Stranger Tidés,... 3 
harkens back to the Original — fresh, 
character-driven and not at all ᾿ 
“convoluted” m Βὺ Jim SLOTEK - 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
ON STRANGER TIDES 
HITS THEATRES MAY 20'" 


t may be the fourth Pirates movie to 
you and me. But to Johnny Depp, Pirates 
of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides is 
just like starting over. 

In Paris to promote The Tourist, Depp 
was enjoying “my sixth day of decom- 
pression after wrapping Pirates 4,’ in 
England. Over several months, the job 
had taken Depp all over Hawaii, to a 
quickie location shootin Puerto Rico and 
studio work in Los Angeles and London. 

Yes, Captain Jack Sparrow is back for 
more rum and plunder, an eventuality 
that seemed unlikely in 2007 when the 
third Pirates movie, At World’s End, 
was released. The director of the trilogy, Gore Verbinski, was frank 
about being finished with Sparrow’s saga. On-screen lovebirds 
Orlando Bloom and Keira Knightley also harrumphed about partici- 
pating in another sequel. 

The only one who wanted another go was Depp himself. No surprise 
there. He’d told me as long ago as 2005 — while in the Bahamas 
promoting Charlie and the Chocolate Factory — that, “if they want to 
make Pirates 7, ’min.” 

And with due respect to his erstwhile co-stars, Depp says their 
absence was one of the best things about Pirates of the Caribbean: 
On Stranger Tides. “Playing Captain Jack again was a gas,’ Depp 
says. “And what was really exciting this time was it was like 
starting off fresh. Really, it was like a clean slate. They had tied up all 
the mathematics of plots and substructures and sub-characters. That 
was all gone. 

“Tcan sort of liken it to starting the first one again. It felt like the first 
one did, in the sense of being character-driven, not convoluted at all. 
Just straight-to-the-point character stuff with a lot of fresh faces and 
great new material.” 

Again, no slight on his old mates. Verbinski and Depp went on 
to make the animated film Rango together, and Verbinski has said 
he’s fine with Pirates being in the hands of another director — 
Rob Marshall (Chicago). “I can’t wait to see it,’ Verbinski said at a 
Rango press conference, without apparent irony. 

Loosely based on the Tim Powers novel of the same name 
(which featured a protagonist named “Jack Shandy” Chandagnac), 
On Stranger Tides finds Jack Sparrow taking up with his old flame 
Angelica (Penélope Cruz), who turns out to be the daughter of the 
famed pirate Blackbeard (Ian McShane). Easily manipulated by 
the pirate’s daughter, Sparrow ends up in the New World, involved 
in a search for the legendary Fountain of Youth that once obsessed 
Ponce de Leén. Add voodoo and zombies (the old-school kind 
who walk around slowly and don’t eat brains) and the only other 
returning main character, Barbossa, once again played CONTINUED P 
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Pirates of the Caribbean: 

*On Stranger Tides’ buccaneers, 
from left: Penélope Cruz, 
Johnny Depp and Ian McShane 


» by Geoffrey Rush, hot off his Oscar-nominated performance in 
The King’s Speech. 

It’s been eight years since Depp first appeared as Captain Jack — 
his daughter Lily Rose was a toddler then, and his partner, singer 
Vanessa Paradis, was pregnant with his son, ahem, Jack (actually 
John Christopher Depp III). And it would seem the film triggered a 
sort of second childhood for the actor. Depp says the cartoonish role 
inspired him to become obsessed with animated entertainment. 

“Seriously, I was at a point where all I watched were cartoons and 
more cartoons. I came to realize that the parameters were completely 
different from what we consider ‘normal’ That really helped inspire 
me in terms of how Captain Jack would behave.” 

Kid-stuff has informed the last decade of Depp’s life, from Pirates 
to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory to Rango. And having fun still 
determines many of his choices, including the update of the ’60s 
Gothic soap opera Dark Shadows, which is scheduled to start filming 
this month with Depp as vampire Barnabas Collins. “I think Barnabas 
is going to bea fun character to play,’ says the actor, who adds he gota 
“sweet letter” from Jonathan Frid, the Canadian actor who played the 
original Barnabas. “It was basically, ‘Good luck with it, I wish you the 
best. Very gracious.’ 

That’s not to say everything Depp’s working on is entirely kid- 
friendly. Between the third and fourth Pirates movies he shot 
The Rum Diary, based on the novel by his late friend, gonzo journalist 
Hunter S. Thompson. It’s due out later this year with Depp as a free- 
lance journalist who moves from New York to Puerto Rico where he 
writes for a run-down newspaper (just as Thompson did). This follows 
Depp’s portrayal of Raoul Duke, another fictionalized version of the 
eccentric Thompson, in 1998’s Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. 

Depp admits it’s an ethos that has worked for him, “playing 
characters like Captain Jack, Wonka, Raoul Duke, that can do things 
or say things I wouldn’t dream of doing, ever.’ 

It’s this era of playing free spirits that’s launched Depp into super- 
stardom. And that fame has come with the accompanying paparazzi, 
at the same time the rather private actor has built a family worth pho- 
tographing. Pirates’ popularity — it’s earned billions at the box office, 
making Depp’s reported $55-million paycheque for the fourth film 
possible — changed his life and made it necessary for him to buy an 
island in the Bahamas to get his family away from the spotlight. 
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“My kids changed my life, they made my 
life,” Depp says. “When they’re babies you 
learn from them. But my daughter is now 11 
years old and Jack is now eight. So you start 
to get into these pretty profound conversa- 
tions that leave your head spinning. They’ve 
absolutely added just pure joy to my life.” 

As for the reality of growing up being 
Johnny Depp’s kids, he says, “We never hid 
anything from them, but we have kept them 
out of the public eye as much as possible. 
Still, paparazzi will sneak up on you, and 
when they get you, they get you. 

“But we've never lied to the kids or tried 
to make it anything other than a game. 
That’s what they've learned, it’s alla game. 

“They’ve got good heads on their shoul- 
ders. They understand that for me and for 
their mommy, it’s purely a job, just like 
construction, just like writing. You go to your job and do your bit and 
come home and sit in front of the TV and giggle at Family Guy.’ 


CLASS ACT 


While shooting scenes for Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides at the 18th-century Old Naval College in 
London, England, Johnny Depp (left) received a letter from 
nine-year-old Beatrice (right), a fifth grader at Meridian 
Primary School in nearby Greenwich. Bea explained that 
she and her classmates were budding pirates, but were 
having trouble forming a mutiny against their teachers and 
needed his help. Depp surprised all, showing up in costume, 
and in character, and entertained the kids for 15 minutes. In 
the end, he advised them against the mutiny. —MW 


PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


Visit εἰ cinep ex:com/Pirat 
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HARRY POTTER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS, PART II 


We’re not going to focus on post-Potter 
depression or Muggle support groups (populated 
by Warner Brothers executives waving goodbye 
to history’s highest grossing movie franchise — 

$6.3-billion U.S. and counting). 

No tears here, because the final Potter pic should be 
celebrated as the glorious culmination of all that’s come 
before — Harry ( ), Hermione ( ) 
and Ron ( ) working as a team to solve a final 
puzzle (locating those pesky Horcruxes), and then returning 
to ground zero, Hogwarts, for one huge, final battle against 
Voldemort ( ), the driving force behind Harry’s 
path since birth. Heady stuff — and we can’t wait. 


Opens 


CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE FIRST AVENGER (3D) 


It comes down to this simple equation: classic 
look + Marvel comics hero + Chris Evans’ shoulders = 
us standing in line opening weekend. Evans is 
Steve Rogers, a man so feeble even the U.S. Army 
doesn’t want him to fight in World War II. So he joins 
a secret research project, transforms into the brawny 


Captain America, and kicks butt superhero-style. 


Opens July 22 
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THE TREE 
OF LIFE 


Director Terrence 
Malick releases just his fifth 
film (that’s spread over four 
decades of being considered 
one of his craft’s best). Look 
for threads of magic realism 
running through this story of 
a boy in 1950s America who’s 
torn between his soulful 
mother (Jessica Chastain) 
and harsh father (Brad Pitt). 
Decades later, now a man 
(Sean Penn), he’s still trying 
to reconcile the two. 


Opens June 10 


X-MEN: 
FIRST 
CLASS 


This prequel to the X-Men 
series could’ve come across 
as a desperate attempt to 
keep a cash cow going, but 
we’re simply in love with the 
cast. Can’t wait to see the 
appealing James McAvoy as a 
young Professor X, but we’re 
also salivating at the thought 
of Mad Men’s January Jones 
as mutant telepath 

Emma Frost. 


Opens June 3 


COWBOYS & 
ALIENS 


Well, that’s one way 
to get around the politically 
incorrect implications of 
“Cowboys and Indians.” 

It’s the 1870s, we’re in the 
Old West, and aliens attack | 
from the sky. A mean old 


colonel ( ) 

and a criminal with amnesia 

( ) must unite to ν᾿ 
defeat the invaders. Oh yeah, ‘ rat 
and directs! ., 
Opens » 


ὟΩΗ 
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GREEN 

LANTERN (5D) 

Gotta support any movie 
that has a nice Canadian boy 
playing the saviour of the universe. 
Ryan Reynolds is Hal Jordan, the 
newest — and first human — recruit 
into the Green Lantern Corps, 
a brotherhood of warriors who 
keep intergalactic peace. 


Opens June 17 


b> ΠῚ ech! 


LARRY CROWNE 


Allergic to superheroes? Bored by special 


effects? No worries. δηα 
unite for Larry Crowne, ἃ comedy/ 
romance/drama written by and Hanks, 


who also directs. Crowne (Hanks) is a middle-aged man 
who loses his job, returns to college, and falls for a prof 
(Roberts). Let the middle-aged make-out session begin. 


Opens 
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CARS 250) 
Cars (2006) is still the highest-grossing race car movie of all 
time, and they didn’t even have to wreck any vehicles to make 

it. In this sequel, Lightning McQueen (voiced by ) ups the 

ante by heading overseas to compete in the World Grand Prix: But why 
is Cars 2 really on this list? Simple. It’s Pixar. 


Opens. 


BAD TEACHER 


Dirty, base, sexy, shocking 
humour is as much 
a part of the summer movie 
season as exploding bridges. 
This year, it comes courtesy 
of Cameron Diaz, who’s in her 
element playing a crass, comically 
inappropriate public school 
teacher trying to raise money for 
a boob job so she can ensnare a 


sugar daddy (Justin Timberlake). 
Opens June 24 


TRANSFORMERS: ἮΝ 
THE MOON (3D) 


Massive explosions, giant robot battles 
and the big-screen debut of a Victoria’s 
Secret model (Rosie Huntington-Whiteley) 
— now you’re talking summer fun. Give 
Transformers director Michael Bay credit, 
he’s apologized for the second movie and 
promises this third pic will be epic and 
“kind of like Black Hawk Down.” Awesome. 


Opens July 1 
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Stuff You _- 
Probably Didn't 
Know About 
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SUMMER 1975 


Jaws, which came out in 
June 1975, is considered to be 
the first “Summer blockbuster.” 


SUMMER 1977 


When Star Wars came out 

in May 1977 few theatres 
were willing to screen it, so 
20th Century Fox threatened 
to pull the Susan Sarandon 
drama The Other Side of 
Midnight from any 

cinema that didn’t show 
George Lucas’s little sci-fi. 


SUMMER 1981 


George Lucas and pal 

Steven Spielberg were making 
a sandcastle together during a 
vacation in Hawaii when they 
first discussed making Ra/ders 
of the Lost Ark (June 1981). 
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ΕἾ: The Extra-Terrestrial 


SUMMER 1982 

E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial 
rocked the summer box office 
in June 1982, but Pat Welsh, 
who voiced E.T., made only 
$380 (U.S.). The heavy smoker 
was Cast because of her raspy 
voice and did nine hours of 
work. Debra Winger also 
provided some of E.T.’s vocals. 


Jurassic Park 


SUMMER 1993 


Had Warner Bros. won the 
rights to adapt Michael 
Crichton’s Jurassic Park, 
instead of Universal, 

Tim Burton would have 
directed. Steven Spielberg’s 


version came out in June 1993. 


Pirates of the Caribbean:™ 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 


SUMMER 2003 


The role of Jack Sparrow 

in Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) was originally written 
for Hugh Jackman, hence 

the name Jack. But Jackman 
wasn’t well known enough, so 
Johnny Depp was cast instead. 


SUMMER 2008 

The Dark Knight had the 
best opening weekend of 
any summer movie οἵ all 
time, with $158-million (U.S.) 
in July 2008. 
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Drunken bridesmaids, angry 
mothers, a fiance-stealing best 
friend — who doesn’t love a 
big-screen wedding! This month 
you'll see all three as a trio 

of wedding-themed pics — 
Bridesmaids, Jumping the Broom 
and Something Borrowed — walk 
down movie aisles. Find out how 
well you know your cinematic 
nuptials by saying “I do” to our 
wedding movie QuiZ mBy INGRID RANDOJA 
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Bride Wars’ Liv 

(Kate Hudson, pictured 

right), and Emma 
(Anne Hathaway) schedule 
their nuptials for the same 
day, but only one of them 
actually gets married. Which 
bride signs the register? 


In My Best Friend’s 
Wedding, Julia 
Roberts schemes 
to prevent the wedding of 
her best friend (Dermot 
Mulroney) to a seemingly 
perfect woman. Who plays 
the flawless fiancée? 
A. Kim Basinger 
B. Cameron Diaz 
C. Uma Thurman 


The Wedding Planner 

stars Jennifer Lopez 

as the titular 
character. Now married to 
third husband Marc Anthony, 
in 2003 Lopez was all set 
to marry someone else but 
called off the ceremony just 
three days before it was to 
take place. Who was her 
intended groom? 


Which wedding 

movie became the 

highest-grossing 
romantic comedy of all time? 


In which film does 

Nicolas Cage marry 

Sarah Jessica Parker 
while wearing an Elvis suit? 


The Godfather opens 

with a wedding scene. 

Which one of Don 
Corleone’s (Marlon Brando) 
children is getting hitched? 


A young Elizabeth 

Taylor (below) plays 

the bride in 1950’s 
Father of the Bride. Who 
plays the father? 


Who designed 
Carrie Bradshaw’s 
(Sarah Jessica Parker) 
\ dress for Sex and the City? 
A. Vera Wang 
] Β. Isaac Mizrahi 
C. Vivienne Westwood 


In which wedding- 

centric film is this 

heartfelt speech 
delivered? “There | was, 
wy, standing there in the church, 
and for the first time in my 
whole life | realized | totally 
and utterly loved one person. 
And it wasn’t the person 
next to me in the veil. It’s the 
person standing opposite me 
now...in the rain.” 


Leave it to director 
Quentin Tarantino 
to execute an 
entire wedding party — save 
The Bride (Uma Thurman) — 
in Kill Bill: Vol. 1. How 
many people die in the 
infamous “Wedding Chapel 
Γ᾿ Massacre?” 
A. 8 
B. 10 
ς. 12 


Katharine Hepburn 
(right) marries 

Cary Grant (centre) 
in The Philadelphia Story. 
TRUE or FALSE: Hepburn was 
single her entire life. 


Who does the 

altar-shy Maggie 

(Julia Roberts) 
end up exchanging vows with 
in The Runaway Bride? 


Name the actor 

(above) who plays 

this bride, and the 
movie in which she appears. 


In Mr. Wrong, 
Ellen DeGeneres 
is saved from 


marrying her stalker, ey Name this 
played by Bill Pullman. ν᾿ ; , ad >. Disney princess 
In real life, whom did ΒΞ | -_, who ties the 
DeGeneres marry on Wee) _. knot ina very demure 


August 16, 2008? ff wedding gown. 
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BY INGRID RANDOJA 


REYNOLDS & COOPER} 
BUDDY UP ὦ 


They’re both funny, cute and legitimate leading 
men, but is and have 
decided to share screen time playing San Francisco 
cops who team up with their retired cop fathers to 
solve a case in an untitled bromance penned by 
Up in the Air scribe . It will be 
produced by Reynolds’ company, Dark Trick Films. 


Cleopatra 


David Fincher is ci Angelina Jolie 


James Cameron 


Paul Greengrass 


Brad Pitt 


WINS 
HUNGER GAMES 


A heated casting race ended with 
Oscar nominee Jennifer Lawrence 
(Winter’s Bone) edging out 
Hailee Steinfeld, Saoirse Ronan 
and Abigail Breslin for the 


CASIS A SPELL 


For the first time in her career, 
Julianne Moore will play a baddie. 


The movie is director Sergey Bodrov’s , ὴ coveted role of Katniss Everdeen 
The Seventh Son, an adaptation of the | in the adaptation of the dystopian 
young-adult book The Last Apprentice. ~ novel The Hunger Games about 
Set in the 18th-century, the story ' ' teenaged Everdeen, who battles 
focuses on Thomas, a teenage exorcist - other teens in a televised fight to 
who unwittingly releases the ghost of Lie ' the death. The picture is slated to 


a bloodthirsty witch (Moore) back into open in March 2012. 
the world. Look for a 2013 release. Aan hon RE Ser en EAS SPO ART ee! 


PHOTO BY MICHAEL MUCKNER/GETTY FOR IMAGE.NET 
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APATOW 


K-Start 
d career? The 


Pete (Paul Rudd) and Debbie 
( = Mann), as they struggle to 
keep their relationship fresh. No 
word who Fox would play in the 
comedy set to open in June 2012. 
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FRESH FACE 
JUNO TEMPLE 


You know your career is on the right track 

when Christopher Nolan notices you. 

Nolan recently cast 21-year-old British 

actor Juno Temple (daughter of director 

Julien Temple) to play a street-smart ALSO IN goes all black hat 
Gotham girl in the highly anticipated playing a killer who makes detective Alex Cross’s ( ) life a living hell 
The Dark Knight Rises. Temple began in the upcoming /, Alex Cross. » The American Pie gang — ; 

acting as a child in music videos and — all return for the sequel, American Reunion. 
directed by her father, turned heads My Mother’s Curse teams unlikely duo and as 
in Notes on a Scandal and Atonement, a mom and son who take a cross-country road trip. has 
and will next be seen as Queen Anne in nabbed the role of ᾽ς husband in Great Hope Springs. 

October’s The Three Musketeers. 
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May’s™ 
BEST DVD 


HOME 


AND BLU-RAY 


THE GREEN 
HORNET 


The first of 2011’s many 
superhero pics casts 

Seth Rogen as a rich playboy 
who inherits his father’s 
newspaper and discovers 
just how bad the local 

crime scene really is. So, he 
becomes a masked crime 


fighter and goes after the bad 


guys — with help from his 
chauffeur, Kato (Jay Chou). 


NO STRINGS 
ATTACHED 


The cute can have trouble 
with relationships, too. 

Take adorable pals Adam 
(Ashton Kutcher), recently 
dumped, and Emma (Natalie 
Portman), a med student with 
no time for commitment. Yet 
both could use a few rolls in 
the hay. But how many times 
can you have casual sex with a 
friend before getting attached? 


BLUE VALENTINE 


A romance crossed 

with an anti-romance, 

Blue Valentine tells the sad 
story of sweet but simple 
Dean (Ryan Gosling) and 
smart but confused Cindy 
(Michelle Williams) who 
meet, marry, and raise a 
child. But they never should 
have been together in the 
first place, and when Cindy 
finally decides it’s time to 
quit, Dean’s world implodes. 
Bonus material includes four 
deleted scenes, a making- 
of featurette and a “home 
movie” called “Frankie and 
the Unicorn.” 


BIUTIFUL 


Javier Bardem earned 

an Oscar nomination for 

his portrayal of Uxbal, a 
middleman in Barcelona’s 
fake-goods industry. But 
now Uxbal is dying, and he 
has only a few days to make 
things right and prepare his 
children for life without him. 
The downcast drama also 
earned a nomination for 
Best Foreign Language Film. 


MORE MOVIES THE DILEMMA (MAY 3) > MAO’S LAST DANCER (MAY 3) 
> THE ILLUSIONIST (MAY 10) > THE RITE (MAY 17) > DAYDREAM NATION (MAY 17) 
> THE MECHANIC (MAY 17) > THE WAY BACK (MAY 17) > DRIVE ANGRY (MAY 31) 
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PLATOON 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


! Twenty-five years ago 

: Charlie Sheen turned in what 

| is, perhaps, his one great 

! performance, playing a young 

| Gl. in Oliver Stone’s seminal 

. Vietnam drama Platoon. (Mark 
: my words, that kid has a bright 
' future.) This is Platoon’s first 

! time on Blu-ray, and includes 

| plenty of bonus material, 

| including two docs, “One War, 

! Many Stories” and “Preparing 

| for Nam,” Stone’s commentary 
! track and deleted scenes. 
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L.A. NOIRE 
MAY 17 


We’ll never be cast ina 
sequel to L.A. Confidential, 
but this hyper-realistic, 
1947-set detective game 
lets us examine crime 
scenes while wearing a 
fedora and a pinstripe suit! 


ELIZABETH TAYLOR: 


TAREE 1O VWAICHE 


BY SALAH BACHIR 


uch has been said about Elizabeth Taylor’s amazing beauty, 
her stunning eyes, and extraordinary life. She was a megastar worldwide and a 
great humanitarian, particularly as co-founder of the American Foundation 
for AIDS Research (amfAR). 

I met her a few times and attended functions where she was speaking or 
being honoured. But since her death, countless people have written about 
their brushes with Taylor. It’s as an actor that I believe not enough has been 


said about her. A whole generation knows Taylor merely as a larger-than-life celebrity. Yet she was nomi- 
nated for five Oscars and won two, for Butterfield 8 and Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 


If your first thoughts of Taylor are not about her formidable talent, or if you’ve forgotten about some of 


her best performances, here are the three films you should watch: 


NATIONAL VELVET 
(1944) 


Film critic Pauline Kael called 
National Velvet “one of the 
most likable movies of all 
time,” adding, “the 12-year- 
old Elizabeth Taylor rings true 
on every line she speaks.” 
Taylor plays a young English 
girl, Velvet Brown, who wins 
a horse in a lottery and enters 
him in the Grand National. It’s 
wonderfully entertaining, and 
still a great watch. (Also, look 
for a delicious performance by 
Angela Lansbury as Taylor’s 
older sister.) 


CAT ON A 


HOT TIN ROOF (1958) 


Elizabeth Taylor at her 
steamiest, playing a 

woman whose husband 

(Paul Newman) doesn’t want 
to sleep with her. She delivers 
one of her best performances 
opposite the equally 

hot Newman in the 
Tennessee Williams classic. 

It is drawn-out at times, 
wordy, and sometimes dated; 
but a feast nonetheless. 

Burl Ives plays Big Daddy. 


WHO’S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF? 
(1966) 

Mike Nichols’ directorial debut 
stars Taylor and Richard Burton 
in Edward Albee’s play about 

a bickering, middle-aged 
couple. He’s a history professor 
at a local college and she is 
the daughter of the school’s 
president. The film is an 
unrelenting barrage of mental 
games deconstructing their 

life and the life of two guests 
invited to their home for a 
nightcap. It’s Burton and Taylor 
at their passionate best. 


As for Taylor’s other Oscar-winning role in Butterfield 8 (1960), watch it if you want. It’s a giddy romp in the 
soap-opera genre of films popular in the late 1950s. Taylor was convinced they only gave her the Oscar for 
her performance in Cat on Hot Tin Rooftwo years before. Others think it was because she’d recently had a 
near-death experience. It is pure camp. 


Salah Bachir is the publisher of Cineplex Magazine. 


“| was always 
staggered by 
ner ferocity and 
how quickly 
she could 

tao into her 
emotions. It was 
a privilege to 
watch her. She 
has a sense of 
immediacy that 
is Irresistible 

on the screen 
and she is a 
FUNCTIONING 
voluptua ry... 
Revisiting 

her work is 
revelatory. 
Every time you 
watch her films 
you discover 
something 
new” 

—Paul Newman 
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FUN WITH FERRIS 


Is it a game, or is it art? Max Dalton, an illustrator in Buenos Aires, Argentina, was 
inspired by one of his “favourite movies of all time” to create “The Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off Board Game.” 

All of the important plot points are there, from Ferris playing sick, to the trip to the 
Art Institute of Chicago, to lip-syncing “Danke Schoen” at the parade. There’s even 
a young Charlie Sheen hitting on Jennifer Grey in the bottom right corner. Since the 
movie came out in 1986 (making this its 25th anniversary), Dalton made 86 numbered 
copies, all of which have been sold. And even though those 86 prints came with 
player pieces, dice and rules, Dalton’s position on the game vs. art debate is clear. 

“It is actually a print, thought of as a work of art, rather than a game,” he says. “This 
Was my first board game, and probably the last one. | don’t like to repeat ideas.” —MW 
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THEATRE ! LITERATURE | MAGIC | FOOD | DANCE | CELEBRATIONS | ART! FASHION | FILM! MUSIC 


HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

ONE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS 

A Dash Arts Production | Luminate Commission 

Dramatized and dinected by Tam Suppée | Stomes achapted by Hanan a-Shaykn 
June i | Joey and Toby Tanenbaum Opera Centre 

The acclaimed creators of A Mictummer Night's Dream (Lisminato 2006) return with this highty 
eye aac ate octal ghrp eseoc ΚΙ banning daagdnbsaa ig 


tale δὸ we have rebivier aber thorn belcine. 


NALAALZARAK Pore SHEGUOBEANDMAIL® 
Secreted ke AAA ΑΙ 2A 


THE CANADIAN seuidoeeiearaiete RON SEXSMITH 


shege to celebrate his extraordinary contributen to the art of popular song. 


TAS 

Θαιμαν Dance Creations 

June 10-12 | Fleck Dance Theatre 

Wierid Premiere 

A dranmate danoo-theatre production starring Bolhrawood’s Kusbir Bedi aed CGannda‘’s Lisa Flay in 


an epic story of love and grie!—and the grandeur if inspired 
pase Scotiabank Group = en ee ee μα εν 


RBC PRESENTS: THE NEW YORKER AT LUMINATO 


Programming produced by: NEW YCMULER 
June 12=13 | Jane Mallett Theatre ἃ Glenn Gould Studio 


Qe it het werd’ s fed Grhporabed muri pninte be clay ot igs dee! legis weethe 
acclaimed writers trom around the world, Featuring best-solling author Maloolm Glade, 
Atti Vendor oor ΒΔ Renmnick, ard ctheprd, 
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FESTIVAL TICKETS ON SALE NOW ! eee 
CALL 416-368-4TIX (4849) OR VISIT LUMINATO.COM LU ry) Ϊ ΠΩΤΟ 


rceuerd {11} ΕΒ Lorene Group See af ἃ ἢ δ τἩ 8. ἀ4ΠΠ|κ ἐδ Έμ τη. 


Sigh ὡρ to Εἰυταποδοῦν απο δυὶ ἃ peceive inakcier into about thre Fewthonl AMD VOR FAL 


luminato.com June 10-19, 2011 PARTNERS IN CREATIVITY 
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The saga of Cole MacGrath continues. , ys 
Destroy or defend the city of New Marais # i. | 


to unlock the key to new powers. Stop the | ; 


cena μοι ενο μαίας, ΟΝ STORES JUNE ΤᾺ 
“Ὁ τ’ “5 


